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Climate scenarios From the UKCIPO02 scenarios we have high confidence in the following future

changes in UK climate:

Climate scientists use ‘climate scenarios’ to predict the future. A climate scenario
IS ‘a coherent, internally consistent and plausible description of a possible future
state of the world’. They are based on output from global (GCMs) and regional
(RCMs) climate models. These models are developed from weather forecasting
models and provide information for grid boxes with a spatial resolution of 300 km
for GCMs (about 9 boxes over the UK) and 50 km for RCMs.

v’ Average temperature increases

v Summer temperature increases more in the southeast than the northwest
v' High temperature extremes increase in frequency

v Thermal growing season lengthens

v Winter rainfall and winter rainfall intensity increases

v’ Summer soil moisture decreases

v' Sea-level rises and extremes of sea level become more frequent

UKCIP0O2 — the national climate scenarios
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For further information see:

http://www.cru.uea.ac.uk/projects/cranium & http://www.ukcip.org.uk/
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