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This study focuses on the variations in storm activity across the North Atlantic and the impact of storms on Table I: Correlation betwesn indices

Northwest Europe by developing a storm climatology of the region and a storm damage model. and frequency PCs
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Loadings plots | LOW pressure events have been identified and tracked during winter periods (October-March) 1958-1996. B T 5%
for J"_.;;”Principal Components Analysis (PCA) has been carried out on the occurrence of storms across the North Atlantic. .
' For this study, PCA has been used to isolate the dominant modes of variability in storm occurrence. T e '
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frequency PCs| This analysis technique organises the total variance in a data set into uncorrelated components each representing a 6 o e 38 g
. . —smaller amount of the variance of the original data than the previous one. I st .
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o _ s 2 Seven principal components (PCs) have been investigated. The loadings plots for these PCs are shown in Figure |I.
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Figure 2:?-5,.- - The majority of variance is orientated in a north-south direction.
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